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 Determines whether students are college- 

and career-ready or “on track” by 

measuring problem-solving and critical 

thinking 

 

 Provides a writing assessment at every 

grade level 

 

 Reports growth in performance as well as 

absolute achievement 

 

 Reports comparable results across schools, 

districts and member states 

 

Generates valid and reliable information to 

inform instruction and accountability 

decisions 

The primary objectives of PARCC ? 
objectives  

 Uses technology for a range of 
purposes including increasing 
student access, providing 
accommodations, engaging 
students, and creating efficiencies 
in administration, scoring and 
reporting 
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The test will determine: 

•Whether students can productively engage with a 
range of grade level text- easily accessible to 
complex, write clearly and logically, and use 
academic language appropriately 

•How well students can read and respond to both  
literary and informational text using evidence from the 
text to explain their thinking 

•The extent to which students can use reading and 
writing to build and explain their knowledge through 
content-rich nonfiction 

Rhode Island Department of Education  www.ride.ri.gov    

What does PARCC cover in ELA? 

For English Language Arts/Literacy the focus is 

on complexity, evidence, and knowledge. 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/ReadySetGoCommonCore
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The test will determine: 

• Whether students understand and can use 
important math ideas, including number 
sense, algebraic thinking, geometry, and data 
analysis 

• How well students can make math arguments 

• The extent to which students can use math 
facts and reasoning skills to solve real-world  
problems 

Rhode Island Department of Education  www.ride.ri.gov    

What does PARCC cover in Math? 
For Math the focus is on reasoning, modeling, 

and conceptual understanding.  

http://www.ride.ri.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/ReadySetGoCommonCore
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The First Year- 80% CBT  20% PBT 

 

 

5 million 

students 

across the 

USA 

 
Approximately 

75,000 RI  

students 

11 states + RI 
Arkansas 

Colorado 

DC 

Illinois 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Mississippi 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 
Ohio 

 

Rhode Island Educators: 
• Reviewed items and reading passages 
• Selected exemplar student work for 

scoring 
• Reviewed test forms 
• Recommended performance levels 
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Five Performance Levels 

Place a purple frame around 

images 

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the 
knowledge, skills, and practices students are able to 

demonstrate: 

Level 1:  

Did Not Yet 
Meet 

Expectations 

Level 2: 
Partially 

Met 
Expectations 

 

Level 3: 
Approached 
Expectations 

 

Level 4:  
Met 

Expectations 

 

Level 5: 
Exceeded 

Expectations 
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Individual Student Report: ELA 

8 
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Individual Student Report: ELA 
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Individual Student Report: Math 

10 

Individual Student Report: Math 
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Individual Student Report: Math 
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UnderstandTheScore.org 
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July 
• High School Performance Level setting 

 

August 
• Grades 7-8 Performance Level setting 

• Grades 3-6 Performance Level setting 

 

PARCC Timeline 2015 

Fall  

• Aggregated data shared with states/districts/schools 

• Pre Release Meetings 

• Grades 3-8 and High School results released during the week of 
November 16th  

• RIDE conducts results interpretation/data workshops for teachers 
and administrators 
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• Provided workshops for over 400 central office 

administrators and principals in August 

• Met with RI-TAC and will host teacher webinars to set 

context for communication and explain score 

reports 

• Met with the RI School Committee Association to 

deepen understanding of PARCC’s place in 

teaching and learning 

• Will meet with community organizations including 

parent groups 

• Will brief media in order for them to understand the 

assessment and its role in supporting instruction 

 

Pre-Release 
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• Will provide results overview workshops to central 

office administrators and principals 

• Will meet with RI-TAC and will host teacher webinars 

to present statewide data 

• Will host interpretation workshops for principals and 

teachers to understand results (aggregate and 

disaggregated data) 

• Will offer school specific workshops for school and 

district communities to focus on instruction 

• Will analyze patterns of results to begin statewide 

planning: curricula adjustments, content 

strengthening, and instructional tools 

Post-Release 
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